Conor Grennan Encouraged Elon Students to Volunteer, and To Never Let Anyone Tell Them Their Motivation For Doing So

[bookmark: _GoBack]Written by: Skye Bellenis

It is important to volunteer, even if the reasons for doing so are not the expected, noble claims of passion for the cause, Conor Grennan said to an audience at Elon University on Tuesday night.

Grennan’s initial motivation to volunteer was to impress a girl at a bar who was not interested in his plans to travel the world, until he mentioned volunteering.  The crowd laughed, as Grennan described his disinterest in volunteering.

“I don’t know if you know this, but orphanages are filled with kids – and I hate kids.” The author of “Little Princes,” the common reading for first-year students at Elon, described the culture shock he felt when he first arrived at the orphanage. 

Grennan explained that while it took him a while to warm up to the children, he eventually grew to love them and decided, “I’m going to take care of these kids better.”  At the end of his three months at the orphanage, Grennan was sad to leave, a feeling that he said surprised him.

He returned to the orphanage a year later, and “at the worst time possible.”  Grennan described the total control that Maoist rebels had over the entire country of Nepal and the promises the king had made – and martial laws he had put into place – to end the rebellion.

Grennan said that many children were abducted into the rebel army or trafficked for money.  Therefore, many parents sent their children to a region of Nepal called Kathmandu, hoping their kids would receive education and care until the rebellion ended and it was safe to return home – many of these children were still trafficked.

One day Grennan met seven children who were dropped off by a trafficker that had run out of room and food.  He contacted a company called The Umbrella Foundation, an organization that protects vulnerable children in Nepal, and they agreed they would pick up the children as soon as they could.

After he returned to New York after his second trip, Grennan said it felt good to know that the children he had met were going to be cared for by the Umbrella Foundation.  Unfortunately, he later discovered the children had been trafficked before volunteers were able to get to them.

“I read the paper every day and I see horrible things going on in the world every day and I barely acknowledge it.”  This case was different, according to Grennan, because he knew that no one would be looking for the kids.  Grennan said he knew he had to return and at least try to find the kids.

It took Grennan a lot of time and effort to find the children, but he eventually found all seven, and was even able to reunite most of them with their families. 

Grennan told the audience a hypothetical story that involved a volunteer saving the life of a sick child living in a Peruvian village.  He made the point that the mother of that child will never care about the reasons for why the volunteer was there, so “whatever it takes to get out and go do it, do it.”  
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